
  

 

 

 

Bejarano quitting as U.S. marshal 
 
Former San Diego police chief set to join security firm 

By Onell R. Soto 
UNION-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER 

October 4, 2005  

U.S. Marshal David Bejarano announced yesterday he is resigning to join a private security firm. He took the 
marshal's job in 2003, after resigning as San Diego police chief.  

The move comes less than a year after Bejarano said he was resigning to join the San Diego District 
Attorney's Office. 

Bejarano said he changed his mind after District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis said she was dismayed that he 
was interested in seeking political office – a run for sheriff next year was rumored at the time. 

Federal officials cannot seek public office without resigning their jobs. 

Yesterday, Bejarano said he'll run the private firm, Millenia Security Services of Kearny Mesa, which he will 
join as president and managing partner when his resignation becomes effective Oct. 15. 

"My primary focus right now will be on the growth of this company," Bejarano said, adding, "Yes, future 
political campaigns will always be an option." 

He was asked if that means a 2006 run against Sheriff Bill Kolender. 

"I think you know what I mean when I say 'political campaigns,' " the 48-year-old Bejarano said, declining to 
be more specific. 

Kolender will seek re-election, said his senior executive assistant, Mary Walsh. 

"He just hasn't made a formal announcement yet," she said yesterday. 

Bejarano said he's ready for a job in a business closely related to what he's done for 27 years. 

"It allows me to continue with the relationships I have in place here in San Diego," he said. 

President Bush appointed him U.S. Marshal for San Diego and Imperial counties in May 2003. Bejarano 
supervised a force of about 150 federal agents responsible for hunting down fugitives, ensuring security in 
federal courts and watching over prisoners awaiting trial. 

"Dave's departure is a huge loss to this district," said U.S. Attorney Carol Lam. "With his background in law 
enforcement, he had enormous credibility as U.S. Marshal. I'm very, very sorry to see him go." 

Bejarano spent 24 years in the San Diego Police Department, the last four as its chief. 
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In his new job, he will oversee a staff of about 150 workers who provide security to hospitals, high-
technology companies, construction sites and expensive homes, said Ty Odeh, Millenia's chief executive 
officer. 

"He's going to build this company up," he said. "By being a partner, he's part owner as well." 

The company has revenues in excess of $5 million a year, he said. 

Odeh also said it's up to Bejarano whether to run for sheriff, but said he'd be surprised by such a decision. 

"He would not have made this move if that was going to be his option," Odeh said. "We have a lot of plans 
ahead of us." 

Onell Soto: (619) 293-1280; onell.soto@uniontrib.com
 
 
 
Find this article at:  
http://www.signonsandiego.com/news/metro/20051004-9999-1m4beja.html 
 

 Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.  
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